GLEANINGS — December 1, A.D. 2013                                                                                                               "Perspective and Emphasis"

"Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and you shall be My people. And walk in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well with you" (from Jeremiah 7).

Here we have an inspired statement which, considered superficially, seems to contradict the spirit of what we read (in both Exodus and Deuteronomy) preceding the Ten Commandments: "I am the LORD your God, Who brought you out of the land of Egypt." In other words, and as has been emphasized in the sermons on the Commandments, Yahweh first declares Himself to be the redeeming God of His people, then gives His law to those He already has redeemed. 

Is Jeremiah subverting this, and saying that God is the God of His people depending on their obedience to His Law? Is Jeremiah saying that works of the Law are the basis of our acceptance with God?

Once again, CONTEXT helps us understand. Consider Jeremiah's God-breathed proclamation along with its preceding context:

"For I did not speak to your fathers, or command them in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices. But this is what I commanded them, saying, 'Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and you shall be My people. And walk in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well with you'." (Jeremiah 7:22,23)

Of course, God actually DID command them concerning burnt offerings and sacrifices, and He did (and does) require obedience of His people! It's a matter of perspective and emphasis. For example, Paul makes an equally inspired comment in 1 Corinthians 9:9 about God "not being concerned" with oxen. Actually, He IS concerned about them! The Fourth Commandment includes the requirement that beasts be given a day of rest. God condescends to Jonah to tell him that His concern for the welfare of the many cattle in Nineveh was one reason He withheld His judgment of that city. Not one sparrow falls to the ground apart from the heavenly Father's will, according to Jesus (Cf. Matthew 10:29).

Samuel said to Saul: "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams. (1 Samuel 15:22)

The Lord Jesus told the Pharisees to "...go and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy and not sacrifice.' For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance." (Matthew 9:13, where He cites Hosea 6:6). Yet, God did require one great Sacrifice, did He not? Perspective and emphasis...

So the words of Jeremiah, like all Scripture, uphold God's law as God's standard for our God pleasing obedience, without making the Law the BASIS of our acceptance with God. This is a very important distinction. Understanding it keeps us from the error of the legalist, who wants to be justified before God on the basis of the Law. It also keeps us from the error of the antinomian, who wants to use grace as a pretext for casting aside the Law.

"Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. (Christ Jesus, per Matthew 5:17)

