GLEANINGS — December 22, A.D. 2013                                                                                                               "Imago Dei, Part Three"

The exact date of Christ's birth is not clear, but in three days most of His Church will again celebrate the coming of God in the flesh. Gloria in excelsis Deo, the eternal Son became man! He took our nature to Himself, yet without sin. Today we conclude a three part review of the essence of human nature: we are made in the image of God (meaning of the Latin phrase imago dei).

After showing from Scripture that at creation God "endued (mankind) with knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness, after His own image; having the law of God written in their hearts, and power to fulfil it," we briefly explored the ruin that came to God's masterpiece shortly after we were made. 

"...of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die," said God to Adam (Genesis 2:17). Adam ate, and thus sinned and died. All of his descendants save One sinned and died in him: behold the Fall of Man. With the entrance of sin the image of God in man, though ineradicable, was horribly corrupted and distorted. 

Christ the Lord, eternally God yet also a true Man through His incarnation, is that one sinless Man Who is the superlative shining forth of the divine image. Paul wrote expressly at 2 Corinthians 4:4 that Christ is the image (Greek EIKON) of God. He taught the Colossians (1:15) that He "...is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation." And at Hebrews 1:3 we read that "...His Son is the radiance of His glory, the very image of His substance."

God's eternal purpose for all things includes the restoration of the image of God in His redeemed elect, through Christ. "Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers" (Romans 8:29).

Sinless, holy, glorified Jesus is the pattern for all those who are His. We are destined to share His sinless, holy, glorious likeness. "Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is" (1 John 3:2 ). 

The believer's sanctification by grace here now is the seed form of that final, heavenly destiny, as we read at 2 Corinthians 3:18, "...we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit". Bearing the image of God originally by our creation, the same having been corrupted by our Fall in Adam, the elect are being renewed to the full perfection of it in Christ.

The knowledge of God's nature revealed by His creation and by His written word goes hand in hand with the knowledge of ourselves. Suppressing the former, the world errs greatly concerning the latter, concluding for example that human beings are merely a very clever kind of animal. Denying that we are made in the image of our Creator paves the way for the denial of the sanctity of human life, for scoffing at God's ethical standards (His Law), for a sense of a hopeless, purposeless existence...for more evils than could ever come from a lesser case of mistaken identity.

