GLEANINGS — May 11, A.D. 2014                                                                                                           
"How Can I Know...


God's will for my life?" And who can tell how many Christians have wrestled with this question over the centuries? Let's begin to answer the question by distinguishing God's will of decree and God's will of precept. The former refers to the "secret things that belong to the LORD" of which we read in Deuteronomy 29:29. What God has foreordained is, frankly, none of our business! This truth is reflected in Acts 1:7, where the risen Lord Jesus says, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority." 

God's will of precept is contained in the commandments, judgments, examples, exhortations, encouragements and so forth which His written word has revealed to us. That will of God is actually not that difficult to discern. Seven principles for knowing God's will for your life follow:

1. START WITH WHAT HE HAS ALREADY TOLD YOU. 1 Thessalonians 4:3 says, "For this is the will of God, your sanctification..." The verse goes on to mention sexual purity specifically, but our sanctification – our growth by grace in holiness – includes the ethical dimension of all we think, say, and do. 2 Corinthians 7:1 commands us to "cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God." That is God's will for your life! So learn to...

2. HIDE HIS WORD IN YOUR HEART, and TREASURE IT. Psalm 119:11 gives us a powerful tool for pursuing that sanctification: "Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You." Verse 72 of that same great Psalm says, "the law of Your mouth is better to me than thousands of coins of gold and silver." Don't expect to learn much of God's will for your life without an ever deepening familiarity with and love for His word. Then...

3. DO A FAITHFULNESS INVENTORY OF YOUR LIFE. Luke (16:10) records that our Lord said, "He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much." Jesus illustrates this precept in his parable of the talents, where a master says, "Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in a very little, have authority over ten cities" (Luke 19:17). Having looked in the mirror...

4. START WHERE YOUR ARE. Whether you are 6 or 60, don't look for shortcuts. If you have not been faithful in small assignments, don't expect God to give you you bigger ones. If  you recognize that you have shirked small responsibilities, why do you believe God will  give you greater ones? Will he fulfill your dream to be an airline pilot, responsible for hundreds of lives, if you are presently a reckless automobile driver? Next...

5. REMEMBER THAT THE SON HAS SET YOU FREE, John 8:36. Within the context of sanctification and faithfulness, you have great liberty in what you can do! God is pleased when we step out in faith to pursue goals and objectives for His glory. When God told Adam to dress and keep the garden of Eden, He expected that Adam would use his God given creativity, resourcefulness, and industrious spirit, within the context of obedience. Therefore...

6. KNOW YOUR TALENTS AND GIFTS and seek ways to employ them. Heed the input of others about your strong and weak points, and ask for counsel. Proverbs 11:14 says, "Where there is no counsel, the people fall; but in the multitude of counselors there is safety. Finally...

7. BEWARE THE CRYSTAL BALL SYNDROME! As we said at the beginning, future details about the outworking of God's all inclusive plan for all things is not our concern. Let us leave to the wicked and foolish all attempts to know the future by way of occult practices. We already know the essence of the future! King Jesus will prevail against all enemies and welcome all His own into His glorious eternal inheritance forever. If you belong to Christ, that is God's wonderful will for your life!

