GLEANINGS — August 17, A.D. 2014                                                                                                             Seventy Sevens are Decreed

"Seventy sevens are determined for your people and for your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy." (Daniel 9:24) 
Thus spoke the angel Gabriel to that man greatly beloved, Daniel. And what a torrent of speculation has followed! Some imitates an old misinterpretation of the account of the creation week, which envisioned a gap of time between what the Holy Spirit said in Genesis 1:1 and what He continued to proclaim through Moses in verse 2.
Similary, many imagine that between the first 69 sevens (translated weeks in most English Bibles) and the 70th week of which God spoke through Gabriel to Daniel, there is a "gap." Although the first 69 weeks are already part of history, they say, the last week is still in the future.
In neither case does the text of Scripture provide any sound reason for asserting that a gap of time exists! Both "gaps" are arbitrary editing jobs.
Daniel 9:25 gives us the starting point for the unbroken seventy weeks of years: a command to restore and rebuild Jerusalem. According to Ezra 7:11-26, this occurred in the year we call 457 B.C. The decree was made by King Artaxerxes with a confirming letter to Ezra. The first seven weeks (49 years) is the time during which Ezra and Nehemiah were rebuilding the city and temple in troubled times. That brings us to 408 B.C. Then, remembering that there is no "year zero", we realize that after the next 62 weeks (434 years) have elapsed we have come to 26 A.D., a very significant date for the Gospel! Here's why...

According to Matthew 2:19 when Herod died the Child (not newborn) Jesus was still in Egypt where He had been taken by Joseph at God's direction. Herod died in the year we call 4 B.C. It is not the Bible which is in error, only the man-made calendar. From 4 B.C. to 26 A.D. is 30 years. 

At Luke 3:21, we read that Jesus was ABOUT age 30 when He was baptized by John. That baptism was His anointing – with both the Father's affirming voice from Heaven and the Holy Spirit's descent like a dove accompanying – and the beginning of His public ministry. So circa 5 "B.C." was the actual date of Jesus' birth, according to the Bible's statements that He was in Egypt as a small Child, and ABOUT age 30 at the time of His anointing baptism: right at the end of the 69th week! 

After His three and half year long public ministry (i.e. during the seventieth week), what happened? That which we call His passion. Gabriel had gone on to speak to Daniel about what would occur within the seventy weeks. It included not only the most Holy One's anointing, but also the following:
The sealing up of all vision and prophecy (all focused on Him Whose testimony is the spirit of prophecy per Revelation 19:10), bringing and end to sin, making atonement for wrong, bringing in everlasting righteousness, and per Daniel 9:27 the confirmation of a covenant with many in the middle of the last week and the putting to an end of all sacrifice and offering. 
Gabriel reveals the GOSPEL in its essence to Daniel! The Gospel of Jesus Christ was to be confirmed and established within the seventy weeks of years!
Did Jesus accomplish a full and free salvation for His elect? Did He wipe out the penalty of sin for them? Did He bring in an everlasting gift righteousness, not their own? Did He establish with many the new covenant in His blood? Did Christ made a decisive end of all other sacrifice and offering by His once and for all sacrifice of Himself? Was all that was foretold about Messiah fulfilled? YES!

Yes, smack dab in the middle of the last of those seventy weeks, Jesus fully accomplished all of what the angel said He would accomplish when He died, was buried, and rose victorious from the grave. Hallelujah, there is everlasting victory in Jesus!

