GLEANINGS — September 14, A.D. 2014                                                                                                              "The Repentant King"

"Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem. But he did evil in the sight of the LORD, according to the abominations of the nations...he raised up altars for the Baals, and made wooden images...He also built altars in the house of the LORD...he caused his sons to pass through the fire...used witchcraft and sorcery, and consulted mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke Him to anger. He even set a carved image, the idol which he had made, in the house of God...So Manasseh seduced Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to do more evil than the nations whom the LORD had destroyed before the children of Israel. And the LORD spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they would not listen." (Condensed from 2 Chronicles 33:1-10)
Truly, the dire warning which the Holy Spirit proclaims to all sinners through the apostle Paul would have been appropriate for that ancient ruler and his people: "...in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God." (Romans 2:5)
Thankfully, though sin abounded in the southern kingdom of Judah under King Mannasseh, grace abounded all the more...but that grace came by way of providential hardship. The inspired chronicler continues:
"Therefore the LORD brought upon them the captains of the army of the king of Assyria, who took Manasseh with hooks, bound him with bronze fetters, and carried him off to Babylon. Now when he was in affliction, he implored the LORD his God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers, and prayed to Him; and He received his entreaty, heard his supplication, and brought him back to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the LORD was God." (Vss. 11 -13). 
Here we have one of Scripture's plainest and most amazing examples of REPENTANCE, and God's gracious response to it. Brought "to the end of his rope," the formerly wicked king did an about-face. He turned to the God of forgiveness, Who even gave restoration along with forgiveness! Let's go on and examine the fruit of Manasseh's repentance:
"After this he built a wall outside the City of David...he put military captains in all the fortified cities of Judah. He took away the foreign gods and the idol from the house of the LORD...He also repaired the altar of the LORD, sacrificed peace offerings and thank offerings on it, and commanded Judah to serve the LORD God of Israel." (Vss. 14 - 16, condensed)
What a "180 degree" change in behavior for King Manasseh! Whereas before he was a seducing agent of corruption in his realm, now he was one who did works of edification in it. Previously he had promoted and advanced false religion, now as king he put away his nation's idols, repaired the true God's house of worship, and became spiritually active there. Once he had led God's people deeper and deeper into sin, now he commanded them to practice righteousness!
Mere remorse is not repentance, and efforts at self-reform that don't begin with a change of heart are only superficial; of no lasting value (see Colossians 2:20-23). Manasseh's repentance no more originated from his own fleshly nature than did the amazing repentance of Paul on the road to Damascus (see Acts 9). Repentance, like its sister faith, is God's gift. And like faith, it abides.
The daily lives of God's repentant ones are like that of His servant Job: "a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil." (see Job 1:8)

