GLEANINGS — November 30, A.D. 2014                                                                                                               The Fourth in the Fire

During the days of His humiliation, the Son of God incarnate took three young men up on a mountain and showed them a glimpse of His glory. The encouragement to patient, perservering faith which they gained from that majestic revelation lasted for the rest of their earthly lives. 

One of the most gripping accounts in Scripture is found in Daniel chapter three. It reveals the power and majesty of the Son of God, before His incarnation and days of  humiliation. In this account, the Son of God not only encourages, but miraculously saves another group of three young men. 

As you have likely surmised by now, this is the narrative about the prophet Daniel's three friends: Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Led into captivity in Babylon with Daniel, they were renamed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. The Son of God became their mighty deliverer when they were tied up and thrown into a burning fiery furnace by the king of Babylon. He Whose goings forth are from everlasting (Micah 5:2) entered into the furnace with them: a mighty fourth with those brave three.

We gain several insights considering this history. It speaks of a monarch whose vast dominion and earthly glory is affirmed in Scripture. Writings outside of Scripture testify to him. He was Nebuchadnezzar. The monumental hubris of this man is made manifest by his words to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, recorded in Daniel 3:15, where he demands the worship of himself! Having issued a decree that all should bow before him, he discovers that Daniel's friends refuse to do it. He found in them the spirit that obeys God rather then men, so thus he threatened them:

"...if you do not worship, you shall be cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you from my hands?"  

Nebuchadnezzar's words bear a striking similarity to those of another ancient king, Sennacherib of Assyria, who said this to the people of Judah:

"Now therefore, do not let Hezekiah deceive you or persuade you like this, and do not believe him; for no god of any nation or kingdom was able to deliver his people from my hand or the hand of my fathers. How much less will your God deliver you from my hand?" (2 Chronicles 32:15)

How foolish were these kings! Along with the pharaoh who opposed God and His servants Moses and Aaron, Sennacherib and Nebuchadnezzar and their dominions are long gone. They have learned that there is a God Who can deliver! But Who remains forever? The King of kings! He delivered His people from the figurative iron furnace of Egypt (Deuteronomy 4:20). He delivered Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah from Nebuchadnezzar's literal furnace, heated seven times hotter than usual (Daniel 3:19). 

He gave Peter, James, and John a vision of His glory, thus preparing them and all those who look by faith unto the risen and glorified Jesus, the Author and Finisher of true faith, for whatever furnaces of trial He has for us to endure on Earth. In the end, His grace will bring all of His servants forth: without even the smell of smoke upon us...giving all who will see us on that Day cause to marvel indeed.

The mighty One Who is with us right in the midst of whatever fiery ordeals we must face will bring us out of them and into a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, not worthy of comparison with our light affliction which is but for a moment. (2 Corinthians 4:17)

