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Mark 12 — The Living Sword, Part One 

 
As we saw in Mark 11:12-26, Jesus "cleansed" the temple in old Jerusalem of those who were 

corrupting its temporary but divine purpose. He cursed a fig tree to make a point – the unfruitful 

tree stood for the unfruitful house of Israel. As a result of His bold and forceful action, we read (vs. 

18) that the scribes and chief priests sought to destroy Him...and that they feared Him. 

 

So in chapter 11 verses 27-33, the scribes and chief priests rise up with other elders of the people 

against the sending Father and His Spirit Anointed Son Who voluntarily came into the world. They  

challenge Christ's right to behave as He did in the temple. They question His authority. He wisely 

answers with a question of His own about the origin of John's baptism, which they refuse to 

answer, showing they care little for truth. So He refuses to answer them regarding His authority. 

 

This is the greater context of seven distinct events that Mark records in what we call chapter 12 of 

his God-breathed Gospel. The sword of the Spirit is word of God, and Jesus is the living word.  

 

God willing, in the next several messages we will learn as Christ teaches while engaging His 

persecuting enemies in the heat of battle...now parrying defensively, now thrusting offensively as 

He moves forward to looming Calvary where He will disarm all principalities and powers by His 

mighty cross (Colossians 2:14,15). 

 

I. Verses 1-12, The vineyard owner and his tenants - today's message 

 

 

II. Verses13-17, An entrapment question about taxation  

 

 

III. Verses 18-27, Another entrapment question about the resurrection 

 

 

IV. Verses 28-34, A question from a "Berean" scribe 

 

vs. 34, "...after that no one dared question Him." He now goes on offense! 

 

V. Verses 35-37, Jesus grills them about the Son of David 

 

 

VI. Verses 38-40, Jesus rebukes the scribes' hypocrisy 

 

 

VII. Verses 41-44, Jesus commends the sacrificial giving of the widow 

 

In upcoming messages, subjects II – VII might be handled as single sermons, or more than one 

might be included in one sermon. Sermon outlines (text) and audio files are available online.  


